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OAK WILT 
(Ceratocystis fagacearum) 

 

HOST PLANTS:  

All species and varieties of Oak (Quercus spp.) Species in the Red Oak group are 

more seriously affected and are usually killed within on year of becoming 

infected.  White Oaks frequently recover from infection or take many years to die. 

 

DAMAGE:  

Red Oak Group; Symptoms are characterized by a wilting and bronzing of the 

foliage, starting at the tree top and tips of branches and spreading rapidly 

throughout the entire crown causing dieback of the entire crown, from the top 

and sides. Individual leaves turn bronze progressively from the tip to the base, 

sometimes leaving a small area of green tissure at the base around the midrib. 

Complete leaf drop in one year.  Most trees die within a year. 

White Oak Group; Localized dieback of one or more branches can occur.  

Leaves appear water soaked, dark green or tan and often remain on the dead 

branches often resembling fall colour changes. Death of the entire tree is rare, 

but may occur after a number of years. 

 

DESCRIPTION AND LIFE CYCLE:  

Oak Wilt is a vascular disease. It attacks the water conducting system, causing 

branch wilt and tree death.  The Oak Wilt fungus can infect Oak trees through 

roots that are grafted between infected and healthy trees.  It can also be spread 

by two groups of sap and bark feeding beetles which carry spores of the fungus 

from spore mats on infected trees to fresh wounds on healthy Oaks during the 

spring and early summer. 

 

CONTROL MEASURES:   

• There are no approved chemical treatments in Ontario. It has not yet been 

reported in Canada. (Feb. 2018) 

• Early detection is the most important step and reporting to the appropriate 

authorities upon confirmation. 

• Avoid pruning Oak trees during the growing season, when the sap and bark 

feeding beetles are active.  

• Guard against wounding Oak trees.  Wounds due to storm breakage or 

other causes should be covered with a wound dressing as soon as possible. 

• Do not transport Oak firewood from infected areas.   

• Root connections between infected and healthy Oaks should be severed.  

This should be done by qualified tree care specialists and requires 

specialized equipment. 

• Maintain good tree health practices as recommended by your arborist at 

Four Seasons Tree Care. 

Reference:  

City of Toronto, Ontario Ministry of Naural Resources and Forestry and Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency Fact Sheets 


